ESRC WORKSHOP ON RESEARCHING SENSITIVE AND CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES

Aim:

Looking at the issues that may arise when collaborating with government departments on sensitive or controversial issues.
Date and Venue:

Friday 15 February, Regent's College Conference Centre, Regent's Park, London
Attendees:

Approximately 55 people from:
· Learned societies
· Government departments and devolved administrations

· Members of ESRC Council

· Representatives from other key funding bodies

· ESRC Programme and Centre Directors who have experience of working closely with government
Programme:

10.00 – 10.30 
Coffee and Registration

10.30 – 10.40
Welcome and introduction from Lord Turner
10.40 – 10.50 
Overview of ESRC collaboration with government by Professor Ian 


Diamond 
10.50 – 11.15 
Presentation by Professor Charlie Jeffery
11.15 – 12.00 
Presentation and discussion of two case studies
12.00 – 12.45 
Lunch

12.45 – 1.45 
Break-out groups 

1.45 – 2.30 
Plenary session and closing remarks

Welcome and introduction from Lord Turner (10.30 – 10.40)
Overview of ESRC collaboration with government by Professor Ian Diamond (10.40 – 10.50)
Ian Diamond will provide a brief overview of ESRC collaboration with government.
Presentation by Professor Charlie Jeffery (10.50 – 11.15)
Charlie Jeffery will discuss the Strategic Research Board's role in the Ventures scheme and his experiences of collaboration with government through the Devolution and Constitutional Change Programme and the Radicalisation initiative.  
Presentation and discussion of two case studies (11.15 – 12.00) 


Two recent examples of partnership co-funding with government on a sensitive or controversial issue.  The purpose of these presentations is to highlight examples of good practice, issues and lessons learned.

Presentation 1:
· Scotland's Demography Research Programme – to be presented by Diana Wilkinson, Chief Government Researcher at the Scottish Government
Presentation 2:
· Teaching and Learning Research Programme (TLRP) – to be presented by Professor Andrew Pollard, Director, TLRP
Break-out groups (12.45 – 1.45)
Attendees will be split into four different groups to discuss the issues surrounding collaboration with government on sensitive and controversial issues.  Groups may wish to focus on:

· How ESRC can achieve an appropriate balance between quality, independence and impact

· The initial development and commissioning of a collaboration

· Management of the research including communications and impact

· Issues in the context of a range of research and policy areas (e.g. crime, migration, foreign policy, genomics)

The groups will be asked to identify 3 key issues to report back to the plenary session, focusing on good practice and any lessons learned from previous collaborations.
Plenary session and closing remarks (1.45 – 2.30)

A brief report back from the breakout group chairs and any final comments, questions and discussions.
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